FAITH: Sect 1
We’ll start with what God’s Word says about faith:
(1) Heb.11:1-3 “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things unseen. By it men of old received divine approval. By faith we understand that the world was created by the Word of God, so that what is seen was made from things which do not appear.”
And continue with how essential it is for us:
(2) Heb.11:6 “Without faith it is impossible to please God, and whoever would draw near to him must first believe that he exists, and that he rewards those who seek him; diligently.”
All the time looking to Jesus Christ, the living Word:
(3) Heb.12:1-2 “Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race which is set before us, looking to Jesus, who for the joy that was set before him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and is now seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
Knowing, and coming to experience the truth of that Word:
(4) Mk.11:24 Jesus said, “Whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you are receiving it, and you will.”
And so, going on to the maturity of faith, directed toward God’s Word:
(5) Heb.6:1-2 “Let us leave the elementary doctrines of Christ, and go on to maturity; not laying again a foundation from dead works, and of faith towards God, with instructions about ablutions, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.”
Banking everything on our confidence of access to God through Christ Jesus:
(6) 1Pet.1:21 “Through Jesus Christ we have confidence in God, who raised him from the dead, and gave him glory, so that our faith and hope are in God.
Knowing his anointing will teach us everything we need to know:
(7) 1Jh.2:27 “The anointing you have received from God abides in you, and have no need to have anyone teach you, for his anointing teaches you about all things, and what he teaches is true, and never a lie. Just as he has taught you, abide in him.”
Especially that Jesus Christ, the Word of God, is everything we need:
(8) 1Cor.1:30 “God is the source of our life in Christ Jesus, whom he has made to be our wisdom, our righteousness, our sanctification and redemption.”
And that his infinite power and completeness is at work in us who believe:
(9) Eph.3:20 “Now to him, who by the power at work within us, is able to do far more abundantly than we could ever thing and ask; to him be glory in the church, and in Christ Jesus to all generations.”
Asking at all times that the immense promises of the Word may be fulfilled in us, and in our brothers and sisters in Christ:
(10) Eph.1:17-20 “May God give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power in us who believe, according to the working of his great might, which he accomplished in Christ when he raised him from the dead, and made him sit at his right hand in the heavenly places.”
How else but by him empowering can his commands be obeyed?
(11) Matt.5:48 “You must be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
By him we live the confidant certainty of the truth of the Word:
(12) 1Jh.5:14-15 “This is the confidence we have in him, that if we ask anything in accordance with his will we know he hears us. And if we know he hears us then we know we have obtained the request made of him.”
Knowing the empowering of the Spirit in us:
(13) 1Cor.12:7-9 “To each is given a manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, to another the utterance of knowledge by the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another, gifts of healing by the one Spirit.”
Faith is so simple, because the Spirit is so willing to help:
(14) Mk.9:22-24 The man answered Jesus saying, “The evil spirit has often cast him into the fire, and into the water, to destroy him, but if you can do anything, have pity on us and help him.” Jesus said to him, “If you can, all things are possible to him who believes.” Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe, help my unbelief!”
But do we really grasp the startling truths contained in the Word?
(15) Jas.1:5-8 “If anyone lacks wisdom, let him ask God who gives to all men generously and without reproaching, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith, without doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven and tossed by the winds. Such a double minded person, unstable in all his ways, must not expect to receive anything from the Lord.”
FAITH: Sect 2
Last time we finished with the question, “Do we really grasp the startling truths contained in?”

(1) Jas.1:5-8 “If anyone lacks wisdom, let him ask God who gives to all men generously and without reproaching, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith, without doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven and tossed by the winds. Such a double minded person, unstable in all his ways, must not expect to receive anything from the Lord.”

Now we look at the fact that there’s no need for us to be concerned about pride in self taking over without our being aware, our God takes care of that, sometimes painfully:

(2) 2Cor.12:7-10 ““To keep me from being too elated by the abundance of revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, to harass me. Three times I besought the Lord about this, that it should leave me, but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” I will all the more gladly boast of my weakness, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ then, I am content with weakness, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities, for when I am weak: then I am strong.”

Faith in Jesus Christ, the Word, is the complete answer:

(3) Rom.10:9-10 “If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved; for man believes with his heart, and so is justified, and he confesses with his lips, and so is saved.”

Remember, he is God speaking to us:

(4) Heb.1:1-3 “In many and various ways God has spoken to the fathers through the prophets; but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he has appointed the heir of all things, through whom he created the world. He reflects the glory of God, and bears the very stamp of his nature, upholding the universe by his Word of power. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”

Listening to him and obeying his Word is love of both him and the Father:

(5) Jh.14:21 “He who has my commandments, and keeps them, he it is who loves me, and he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him, and manifest myself to him.”

(6) Jh.14:23 Jesus said, “If a man loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him, and make our home with him.”

Again remembering what we are without him:

(7) Jh.15:5 Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is who bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”

We must never forget the confidence we are meant to have though Jesus Christ:

(8) 1Jh.5:14 “This is the confidence we have in him, that if we ask anything according to his will, we know he hears us.”

(9) Phil.4:13 “I can do all things in Christ who strengthens me.”

We must remember just how far he’s already brought us, and how far he’s going to take us, holding on firmly to the truth of:

(10) Phil.3:10-15 “That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and may share in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that if possible I may attain to the resurrection of the dead. Not that I have already attained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, since Christ has made me his own. Brethren, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do, forgetting what lies behind, and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those who are mature be of this mind, but if in anything you are of another mind, God will reveal that to you also. Only let us hold fast to what we have attained.”

Our great hope is that we shall be exactly like him:

(11) 1Jh.3:2-3 “We are God’s children now, it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself as he is pure.”

(12) Rom.8:29 “Those whom God foreknew, he predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the first-born among many brethren.”

Never forget that everything is ours in Christ Jesus:

(13) 2Cor.1:20 “All the promises of God find their ‘Yes’ in Christ.

All God requires of us is that we believe and have a heart willing to obey, he will do the rest:

(14) Gen.15:4-6 “The Word of the Lord brought Abraham outside and said to him, “Look toward the heavens, and count the number of stars if you are able.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he believed the Lord, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.”

(15) Phil.2:13 “God is at work in you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.”

And all of this is because it’s no longer just you and me, but Christ in us:

(16) Col.1:27 “God chose to make known to the saints just how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in us, the hope of glory.

And;

(17) Gal.2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. The life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who love me and gave himself for me.”

FAITH: Sect 3
Last time, we finished with though that it’s no longer just us, on our own, trying to live the Christian life, but now it’s Christ in us:

(1) Gal.2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. The life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”

He must be is everything to us, and everything for us:

(2) 1Cor.1:31 “God is the source of our life in Christ Jesus, whom he has made to be our wisdom, our righteousness, our sanctification and redemption.”

And because of this we now can drink of that living Water from the river of God, and live our lives here and now with him, and in his strength:

(3) Jh.7:37-38 “On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. He who believes in me, as the scripture says, “Out of his heart shall flow rivers of living water.” Now this he said about the Spirit, which those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”

Again we read in;

(4) Is.55:1 “Let everyone who thirsts come to the waters, and he who has no money, come buy and eat. Come buy wine and milk without money and without price,”

And if we will do this, we flourish, and bear much fruit:

(5) Ps.92:12-15 “The righteous flourish like the palm tree, and grow like a cedar of Lebanon. They are planted in the house of the Lord, and flourish in the courts of our God. They still bring forth fruit in old age, they are ever full of sap and green, to show that the Lord is upright, he is my Rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.”

Remember what we read in;

(6) Is.58:9-11 “You shall call, and the Lord will answer, you shall cry, and he will say, “Here I am.” If you take away from the midst of you the yoke, the pointing of the finger, and the speaking wickedness; if you pour yourself out for the hungry, and satisfy the desires of the afflicted, then your light shall shine in the darkness, and your gloom shall be as noonday. The Lord shall guide you continually, and satisfy your desire with good things, and make your bones strong. And you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring whose waters do not fail.”

I wonder though, have we really come to know the pure joy and pleasure of his company throughout our life here, so that we may also be able to know him for ever:

(7) Ps.16:11 “You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand there are pleasures for evermore.”

We must be constantly on guard, resisting the devil, suffering with Christ; so that we may share in his glory:

(8) 1Pet.5:8-10 “Be sober; be watchful. Your adversary, the devil, goes around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in the faith, knowing that the same experience of suffering is required of your brotherhood through the word. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory, will himself restore, establish and strengthen you.”

We do have a very great need to build each other up, and exhort one another to focus on the Lord’s faithfulness, not on our own weakness:

(9) Jude V 20 “Build yourselves up in your most holy faith, pray in the Holy Spirit.”

(10) Acts14:22 “Paul strengthened the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations they must enter the kingdom of God.”

We really must constantly rejoice in the hope we read about in:

(11) Jh.6:40 “This is the will of my Father that everyone who sees the Son, and believes in him, should have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”

But we can only do that as long as we’re certain we truly know him:

(12) Jh.6:69 “We have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”

And;

(13) 2Tim.2:12 “If we endure, we shall reign with him. If we deny him, he also will deny us.”
And remember always the truth of;

(14) Heb.10:30-31 “We know him who said, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his people.” It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”
This will surely cause us to walk in true humility:

(15)  Matt.15:22-29 A Canaanite woman came to Jesus and cried, “Have mercy on me Lord, son of David, for my daughter is severely possessed by a demon.” But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him saying, “Send her away for she is crying after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, “Lord help me.” And he answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Lord, even the dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their master’s table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith. Be it done to you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly.”

This in turn will enable us to obey;

(16) 1Pet.5:5-6 “Cloth yourselves with humility towards one another, for God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble. Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that in due time he may exalt you.”

Always making sure that the words of our mouths are reassuring our hearts of our God’s faithfulness:
(17) Hababbakuk 3:17-19 “Though the fig tree does not blossom, and there is no fruit on the vine; though the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food. Though the flock be cut off from the fold, and there is no herd in the stall; yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation, for God the Lord is my strength. He makes my feet like hinds feet; he makes me tread on my high places.”

Remembering at all times Jesus’ call for endurance:

(18) Matt.10:21-22 “Brother will deliver up brother to death and the father his children. Children will rise up against their parents, and have them put to death; and you will be hated by all for my name sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved.”
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